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ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 /023 W 

110832 040738Z/14 

R 031200Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
TO USIA WASHDC 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
SECSTATE WASHDC 9073 

CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 0293 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SOPN LA US 

SUBJECT: VOA LAO BROADCASTING 

REF: A VIENTIANE 22, B USIA 5523 

1 . IN ADDITION TO THE INFORMATION REPORTED IN VIEN- 
TIANE 22, IBS MAY WISH TO CONSIDER AN ADDITIONAL NEW 
FACTOR INFLUENCING AUDIENCE LISTENING HABITS. DURING 
THE LAST WEEK OF FEBRUARY, LAO ATTENDING SEMINARS WERE 
WARNED NOT TO LISTEN TO WESTERN RADIO PROGRAMMING 
(INCLUDING THAI RADIO AND TELEVISION). AS NOTED REF A, 

A SIMILAR BAN HAD BEEN PLACED ON THE LAO SOON AFTER THE 
COMMUNISTS CAME TO POWER, BUT IT WAS NOT ENFORCED. IT 
IS TOO EARLY TO TELL IF THIS BAN WILL BE ENFORCED OR 
HOW THE POLICY WILL AFFECT AUDIENCE LISTENING HABITS. 

2. A HALF HOUR PROGRAM SCHEDULED FOR 0500-0530 LOCAL 
TIME AS SUGGESTED REF B WOULD APPEAR TO BE TOO EARLY 
TO BE CONVENIENT FOR LAO AUDIENCES. AN 0630-0700 
SCHEDULING ON SHORT WAVE ONLY WOULD NOT REACH THE 
SIGNIFICANT PORTION OF THE LAO AUDIENCE THAT REGULARLY 
MONITORS VOA BROADCASTING ON MEDIUM WAVE. 

3. THE EMBASSY BELIEVES THE PROGRAM SCHEDULE GUARAN- 
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TEEING THE LARGEST AUDIENCE WOULD BE THE OPTION OF 
BROADCASTING TWO HALF-HOUR SHOWS ON MEDIUM WAVE DURING 
THE EVENING, ONE EARLY (AT APPROXIMATELY 1900 HOURS 
LOCAL TIME) AND ONE LATE (APPROXIMATELY 2130 OR 2200 
HOURS), AS SUGGESTED IN REF B. 

ROBERTS 
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